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INTRODUCTION 

The Government of Somaliland organized Somaliland Economic forum in 2022 to discuss 
the country's economic situation and identify opportunities for growth. The forum brought 
together professionals and economists from all walks of life to share their perspectives 
on Somaliland's economy and to develop solutions to the country's problems. The forum 
lasted for three days, from September 12 to 14, 2022, in Hargeisa, Somaliland. 

The forum focused on seven key pillars: food security and environment, FDI and 
manufacturing, energy and mining, trade and transit, financial services, infrastructure 
development, and development aid planning and management. The discussions at the 
forum highlighted Somaliland's potential as an investment destination and its 
commitment to establishing a competitive and diversified knowledge-based economy. 

The government envisions that the 2022 Somaliland Economic Forum will become an 
annual event that brings together leaders and professionals from across the country to 
discuss economic issues and develop solutions that will help Somaliland achieve its 
economic goals. 

The objectives of the 2022 Somaliland Economic Forum are to: 

• Bring together experts from all sectors of society with decision-makers to discuss 
initiatives that have a tangible impact on the economy. 

• Identify the critical issues affecting the economy of Somaliland and their solutions 
from the perspectives of professionals and economists. 

• Provide specific and long-lasting suggestions for outcomes that have a significant 
influence on society as a whole through collaboration across stakeholders with 
diverse opinions. 

The results of the forum include: 

• The development of new ideas and guidelines by stakeholders. 

• A better understanding of complex problems. 

• Scalable, cooperative action for structural reforms. 

• New insights and systems change initiatives across seven areas. 

The theme of the forum: "Resolving economic problems with sustainable 
solutions”. 
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Stakeholders and participants  

The forum included representatives from the public and private sectors, as well as from 
academia, civil society organisations, and professional economists. There were minimum 
of 250 people on the list of participation, drawn from the stakeholders. The complete list 
of parties involved and participants is shown below.  

SN  Participant  Count  

1 Public sector  40 

2 Private Sector  200 

3 Civil Society Organizations  20 

4 Academia  20 

5 Economic Association  5 

6 Banks Association  5 

7 Informal Business sector Association  10 

  Total list  200 

 

CHALLENGES AND LESSONS LEARNED 
 CHALLENGES AND LESSONS LEARNED 

□ Short preparation time: The forum was organized with very little time, which led 
to a number of challenges, including a lack of time to develop a comprehensive 
agenda, secure adequate funding, and recruit qualified speakers and panelists. 

□ Too many discussion topics: The forum was intended to cover a wide range of 
economic issues, which resulted in a crowded agenda and a lack of time for in-
depth discussion. Some participants felt that the forum was too focused on 
generalities and did not provide enough opportunity for in-depth discussion of 
specific issues. 

□ No time for scientific articles: The forum did not include a session for the 
presentation of scientific articles on economic issues. This was disappointing to 
some participants who had prepared papers for presentation. 

□ Limited time for panel discussions: The panel discussions were limited in time, 
which prevented participants from fully engaging in the discussions and raising all 
of their concerns. 

□ Delayed forum report: The publication of the forum report was delayed, which 
prevented participants from learning the key findings and recommendations of the 
forum. 

These challenges and lessons learned can be used to improve future economic forums 
in Somaliland. By addressing these challenges, the forums can be more effective in 
promoting economic growth and development in the country. 
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Specific suggestions for how to address these challenges: 

□ The forum organizers should start planning earlier.at least 6 months before 

□ The government should provide a more adequate budget for the forum. The forum 
must also be participatory in planning  

□ The forum organizers should prioritize the discussion topics. 

□ The forum organizers should find a way to present scientific articles on economic 
issues. 

□ The forum organizers should extend the time for the panel discussion. 

□ The forum organizers should assign a specific institution to produce the forum report 
and to follow up on the forum and the important meetings. 

The Somaliland Economic Forum can help the economy of the country grow and flourish 
by tackling these issues. However, taking everything into account, the 2022 Somaliland 
Economic Forum was a useful gathering that brought together an array of stakeholders 
to talk about the issues affecting the economy of the country. 
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SECTOR PRIORITIES 

The forum focused on seven key areas that are essential for the economic development 
of Somaliland. These areas are: 

• Food security and environment: Somaliland has a lot of potential in the 
agricultural sector, and the forum discussed how to improve food security and 
protect the environment. (AGRICULTURE, FISHERY AND LIVESTOCK) 

• Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and Manufacturing: Somaliland has a 
growing manufacturing sector, and the forum discussed how to attract more 
investment in this sector. 

• Energy and mining: Somaliland has significant energy and mineral resources, 
and the forum discussed how to develop these resources in a sustainable way. 

• Trade and transit: Somaliland is a strategically located country, and the forum 
discussed how to improve trade and transit links with neighboring countries. 

• Financial services: Somaliland needs to develop its financial sector in order to 
attract investment and facilitate trade. 

• Infrastructure development: Somaliland needs to invest in infrastructure, such 
as roads, ports, and airports, in order to improve its connectivity and attract 
investment. 

• Development aid planning and management: Somaliland needs to improve 
its ability to plan and manage development aid in order to achieve its economic 
goals. 

The discussions at the forum highlighted Somaliland's potential as an investment 
destination and its commitment to establishing a competitive and diversified knowledge-
based economy. The forum also identified a number of challenges that need to be 
addressed in order to achieve these goals
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Implementation framework  
 

The Ministry of Planning and National Development (MPND) of the Republic of Somaliland is responsible for the follow up and monitoring 

framework for the implementation of the priorities set in the report. The framework will consist of the following elements: 

 

• A clear set of priorities: The first step is to develop a clear set of priorities that are aligned with the overall goals of the report. These 

priorities should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound. 

• A system for tracking progress: Once the priorities have been identified, a system for tracking progress is needed. This system should 

collect data on the implementation of each priority and provide regular reports on progress. 

• A system for identifying and addressing barriers: The implementation framework should also include a system for identifying and 

addressing barriers to implementation. This system should identify the root cause of any barriers and develop strategies for overcoming 

them. 

• A system for rewarding success: The implementation framework should also include a system for rewarding success. This system should 

recognize and celebrate the achievements of those who have contributed to the successful implementation of the priorities. 

 

The implementation framework will be developed in consultation with key stakeholders, including government officials, civil society organizations, 

and the private sector. The framework will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis to ensure that it is effective in tracking progress and 

addressing barriers. 

 


